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Abstract 
The single-most significant and prolific translator of Buddhist texts before Kumārajīva was 
certainly Dharmarakṣa 竺法護  (fl. 266-308?). However, notwithstanding some superb and 
illuminating studies by such scholars as Karashima, Boucher, Kawano, and Zacchetti, his corpus is 
for various reasons arguably still drastically understudied. At the same time, this neglected body of 
texts holds the promise to cast significant light on important chapters in the formation of 
Buddhism in China, and also on important chapters in the history of Buddhism in the broader 
Indic cultural sphere, especially the formation of "the" Mahāyāna. In this talk, I will report some 
findings from work in progress to reevaluate the corpus of Dharmarakṣa, addressing first and 
foremost questions of ascription—which texts his group really translated, and which not. This 
work has been undertaken with the application of a suite of computational-philological tools 
custom-developed for the analysis of such questions in the Chinese Buddhist canon, and is 
intended as a pilot and proof of concepts for methods that should be more generally applicable to 
other corpora. I will therefore also remark upon the potential of these methods for broader 
generalisation.  
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Director of Religious Studies. As of January 2018, he is Professor of Buddhist Studies in the Cluster 
of Excellence "Asia and Europe in a Global Context" at the University of Heidelberg. 
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